
t -- rt- -
1 M

4&

l

10 "TOE WASHINGTON TIMES; SUNDAY,' JUNE- - 25: 1916.
. '

i ; ,'

TlieMysttsMyra AnInspiriiHffltowi
& MotionlHtttiwDiama

Written by Hereward Carringtori. DramatizedOopyrlgV,
All Foralon

116, by
RlflhU

the Star
Rsaarvaa:.

Company. by Charles W. Goddard.
CHAPTER XLVI. ,

The Antral Alarm.
jv n. AtiDEN had several days of

freedom from the haunting
J mls'ilr.fl of Black Order perse-

cution. Nothing untoward had
happened to Myra, and events ware
quiet and orderly that the physician be- -
gan to pick up hope that his ultra-viol- et

rays had Indeed accomplished th3 de-

struction of tho evil genius who pre-

sided over iho tand of Devil Wor-fchlpe-

Mrs. Maynard, anxious to free her
wind of tho distractions, was Jubilant.

She conOded tr Arthur Varnoy. dur-

ing a family motor rido through the
suburbs.

"I am S3 plad. Arthur. These last
four wof'im lvnv.1 been a worse night--

mftra than tho week my husband died.
Dr. Aldn bus thouMiuui,
very gallant in his friendship for Myra.
In her trouble. Uut, my dear Arthur.
I confess that ho Irritates me wl.u his
continual

i Varnoy nodded soothingly.
Thero was a faint suggestion of a

smile, as 'o watched Myra through
tho corners of hlr. eyes.

Science Is all vera well In a labora-
tory but In everyor a colteffu room,
lav life It bocorr.es a decided boro.
Myra flushed.
Bho turned shurply. as she retorted.

"Atthur. this vjry automobile wai In-

vented Pv sientlll men. not by ldters
vho were always looking for good
times. It la true thut the automobile
Elves mora ple-mir- e to stupid, laiy,

with money than anyono clso.
Why don't you try to do some-

thing with tho brains, the health, and
tho hands that God gavo you. ArtuurJ

Varney'fl confusion conquered his
usual comp'acencv. but Mrs. Maynard
Interrupted tactfully.

"You ire out of humor, my dear,
nald Myra's mother, gently. 'You
could not tiave slept very well last
night!"

Mvra nodded her head. Sho drew hor
llttlu hand r.crosi her brow :ia though
she suffered from a hcadurhe.

"i'ou Riicscd right, mother." a'lo
paid. "I have had tho most unpleasant
dreams lately. I feel more exhausted
aajch morning than 1 do nt night when
I retire. 1 wi'Oi I could forget nil tnli
horrible stuff."

"What vou need, my dear. In a clmngo
of scene. I have half n mind to pack
our trun'ts." her mother declared, "and
Hlmply disappear with you. Wo will go
away for a few months and not allow
anyone lit tho wgrjd to know where wo
hnvo gone."

Vamey looked at her anxiously.
"Not even mc7"
"No, not even you. Arthur, for there

is no telling who may read your mind."
Mm. Mnvnnrd renlled. "These terriblo
creatures, whoever they are. seem to
know everything, no matter how secret
It Is kept!"

Varncy shook his head, belittling tho
danger. He had his own reasons for
not desiring Myra's disappearance irom
the scene at thlB Juncture.

I wouldn't do It." h said. "Dr. .Al- -
don ficclares that his lavender light, or
whotevor he calls mem. nive Kinea me
ringleader. The doctor ought to know.
And It would be bettor for you to
Teat right here In your own home than
take chances m soTie strange pmc

he on mat- - ruler. This signal meant secret.. aes-5-

A.i '&?,,,.,Vd homo thev.ialon of the most trusty workers of
oundson'TldeTua

Varney made his excuses nnd rode on the and
,.. other

downtown to his ub. The tho sign or--1

den"lu,nmpAl en u& thumbs clenched ogalnst
hrought up a naa
i.m wnrklnir for somo time,
The story of Myra's unpleasant dreams

emphasized to him the need for prompt
action.

Her remembrance of the dirtams was
unusually clear. They had been recur-
ring for three nights in succession,
without change In tho curious pan-
tomime. A group of black-garbe- d men
had seem to float through the air, to
her bedside, she told the doctor. There
they stood throughout tho night, wav-
ing their hands toward her In rythmic
cadence.

Sho demonstrated with serpentine
movements of her own Ijands. Aldcn
nodded

"Those are hypnotic passes," ho de-

clared. "It is Just as have suspected.
Thev have exhausted all the simpler
forms of black magic. Now they are re-

torting to astral visitations in groups.
Thoso were not tho phantasies of trou-
bled dreams. Those were the astral
bodies of tho Black Lodge members,
cent upon a definite mission by that
cunning scroundrol, the High Master."

Myra's face paled, for her recent ex-

perience with the astral, whereby she
,had so nearly lost her own soul, was
utlll bitter memory.

"What can do; DoctorT I am so
frightened of It all. even though I have
tried to he bravo!" rfer slender white
lingers trcmblod, as she nervously In-

tertwined them.
"You succeeded In being braver than

man would ever have been, under
tuch frightful retorted

the doctor encouragingly. "Just keep
up that good spirit a bit longer. The
etudy of years Is now coming In han-dl- er

than ever. Ono of tho newest In-

ventions of psychical research will warn
us of this danger. It will notify you
when unseen bodies are hovering
About you, but will warn me, as well,
'.back In home. Then I will bo roady

trt nrntpot vou."
Ho clasped the little hands with an In.

vlgoratlng firmness, as he looked down
cheerily into tnc nig oiue eyes.

"How can that be?" demanded Myra,
cheered In spite of hor haunting

of new peril.
"I will show you Inside of nn hour.

I must first telephone to my assistant,
Dan. He will bring tho things over
here. May start to work on them
at once, then?"

"Surely. Doctor." agreed the girl.
"But we must absolutely pledge poor
mother to secrecy, for sho makes
such dear stupid oiunners. sne nas
spoiled so many of your plans, and
yet you aro always so patient with
her."

Alden smiled generously.
Tour mother is Ilka nearly every-on- o

else. Deoplto what we have
Shown hor, she still doubts. And she
must tell her doubts to others. I
:im afraid that thero Is a 'leak' In
Information, somewhere about tho
IflUBC, After this, wo must be very
'nreful with tho servants. Willis, tho
hlitlcr. Is tho only one really trust."

So It wns that In llttlo over an hour
n workman, who had announced to
bo maid that ho enmo from the elcc-rl- o

light company to make some re-
pairs, appeared In the library carry-
ing henvv bundle of apparatus.

Alden, after swearing Mrs. May-
nard to absolute silence, sent him
rxound tho house to adjust a special
'vlre to tho roof, directly over Myra's
window.

This connection was brought
Into the room.' nnd carried

llonir tho wall to a threo-nanele- d

icreon which hnd neon nrrnngod near
Myra's bed. one sine of this screen
was of ordinary appearance a

of embroidered Japanese silk.
But on the other, the face nearest the
bed, wore hundreds of delicate ver-
tical wires a quarter of an Ineh npnrt.
running parallel with each other
from the top to the bottom cross- -
piece i.i. -- ... Pa th"

physician ran his fingers up and down
tho wires. ,

Mo had been too busy Instructing
his assistant In the delicate task of
arranging the connections to explain
tho nature of tho Instrument. But
now, satisfied with his preparations,
he turned toward her with a amlte.

"Well, wo aro ready for the- - astral
travelers!" he exclaimed. "Thla wir-
ing' Is coated with a chemical called
sulphide of calcium a substance thatglows In tho presence of an astral
body. So this Is tho Important part
of our alarm,"""

I(o turned toward the butler and
his workman-assistan- t.

"It Is nil right." ho said. "Vou may
go now."

When they had loft tho room he
took from a grip a small selenium
cell, such ns used In electrical experi-
mental laboratories. This he placed
on tho floor near Myra's dressing
table. By Its side he laid a storago
battery and a small electric bell.

the a
he

,
c '.Physician, n,"' e ofF theawaiting his now fill

understanding'.
I

a
I

any
circumstances."

tho

my

I

I

a

Incon-fplcuouB- ly

deco-
ration

L. "This cell," said, pointing to the
containing case, "is no delicate thatIt will not let electricity pass through
It In the dark. But Its composition
is such that In tho light It will con-
duct a current. So, you may aco how
this can be utilized."

He conducted the ntnrntrn hattarv
With the bell, nnd attached the wires
to the tiny tabs on tho nldo of the
selenium coll case. Then ho removed
the cover, allowing tho light o

tho sensitized cell.
There was a Jangling of tho electric

boll! ,
Mvra claimed her linnrin in rtnllirht.

edly as a child with a new toy.
un, innis wonueriuii" sne cjscu

lated. "Hut how about that with the
astral bodies?" .

"There's the point If an astral body,
or more than one, should come to this
worn, the wlro screen coated 'with sul-
phide of calcium will glow. The light
will fall on the selenium cell whoso
lid you arc to remove, when, you have
turned the. lights off and that will con-no- ct

with J.hls outside wire. That leads
directly to my rooms, nnd will ring a
warning bell there, to let me know! So,
have no fear, for tonight I will be
able to act."

Mrs. Maynard shook her head hopo-less- ly

when they tried to explain tho
apparatus to her.

"I can't believe such things," shfl
said. "You may bo sure that I will
tell no one about It. becauso ihcy would
think me very silly to even allow you
to put It In tho house."

Aldcn and Myra exrhanged smiles, nnd
went downstairs to enloy their after-
noon tea without further efforts to
convert her.

CHAPTER XLVH.
The Master Instructs.

the dismal quarters ofw the Black order an unwonted
air of excitement waa no-

ticeable among tho evil
biothrcn.

ino icaucr or ceremonies wan lain,-In- g

earnestly with Arthur Varney, now
gat bed like the others In tho flowing
black robe and hood.

Suddenly the crash of the Master's
gong resounded tnrough the eerie room.

Seven times It was struck, and. tho
members towed toward tho swinging
cut tains which shut off this comport- -

ment from the Inner room of their

co"'ns Iw..unQ.orro"nt?L

der, up.
im Qn(, then wnlkP(, nIowly through a
low ilnnr In tho rear of the council
room. This wns Hhut anu barred be
hind them, as though to guara against
even the curiosity of tho remaining
brothers.

Within the coffin room, where stand-
ing on end were thirteen grewsome
caskets arranged In n circle, tho six
members knelt to awult the appearance
of their guiding spirit.

Suddenly one of tho coffin lids flew
open, sldewajs, like a door.

The sardonic features of tho High
Master were disclosed. In the curious
crimson glow which always seemed to
hover about him In the lodge rooms.

He leered, with keen scrutiny of tho
averted faces, as he returlned tho dia-
bolical sign of the "cfty;

"Aro you ready for last step in
tho mystery of tho handa?" he asked.

"Yea, mastei. Yet w are weary
from the struggles of the lat three
nights!" answered one of the kneeling

"You will bo wearier atlll, from this)

night's work."' snarled their ruler. "But
tv.ia win hn the end. I hav no placa
for weary Idlera here. And there la no
place for Black Order brethren to go
from this council but to death.
3o, beware of disobedience!

The members bowed.
The master seated himself upon a.

coffin, and beckened to the leader of
the ceremonle.1

"Lie upon thy floor!" he commanded.
His order won obeyed, although with

evident apprehension of what was to
follow. Tho master waved hla hands
toward two of the brothers( as he spoke
to Varney.

"Hypnotize them, and bring forth
their aatrals!" ho ordered curtly. "I
will do so with the other two."

Varney stood before ono of the men.
A few dexterous passes of his hands
and tho skillful pressure between the
eyes of a tense thumb caused the sub-
ject to pass Into tho cataleptic condition
which was the preliminary of tho pro-
jection. The second man responded
readllv. as did tho third and fourth un-

der the master's manipulations. So
practiced In thl unconnv work were
Ihey, and so used to the mental domi-
nance of tho master, that tho mesmeric
cfTeot was almost mechanical in Its
prompt response to suggestion.

Thn maater now pressed the fore
heads of all four. In turn. Ho walked
toward the recumbent figure of the
leader of ceremonies, and waved Var-
ney to ono sldo of the room.

"Let vour astrnls come forthl" he
cried with strident tones. "I command
vou to walk to tho slda ot Brother
Zela!"

vnrnev was wntehlr' Intently, mys
tified nt what was to ensue. TJnhyp- -
notlzed himself, the separation or the
spirit from tho fleshly bodies was In-

visible to him.
"Now, two stHnd on either side!" call-

ed the maoter. "Placo vour astral
hnnds above Brother Zela and lift! Lift!

Varney had never seen snlrlt levlta-tio- n

of material objects before. He was
astounded to boo the form of the leader
suddenly rise a few feet from the
ground, unsupported by any vlslble
things. He turned to look at the stiff,
unconscious figures of the four men.
They hardly seemed . breathing; there
was no Indication of muscular activity
In their rigid limbs.

"Now bear hlni to the side of the
chamber I" commanded the master.

Tho body, floating as It seemed, on
apace, was bom In tho direction Indi-
cated by his poemptory gesture.

"Now! The supreme test of the astral
strength!" called the-- ruler. "Ubc all
your forces rlee from the ground and
l"f Mm with you! There-the- ra! Lift)
Lift!"

The atrange' sight of the leader body
being raised agalnat the high vaulted
felllpi of the great room sent a thrill

of. horror through Varney, used as ho
was to such supernatural scenes.

A word from the master, and the
leader' was brought back to the spot
from which he had been raised. The
ruler walked toward the four taut
figures, snapped his lingers sharply
before their .eyes, and tho sleeping
faces twitched.

"Awoke!" he commanded. "Awakel"
Their eyes opened, aitd they gazed

about them In surprise.
"It la successful I" gloated tho mas-

ter. "I have taught you well. To-
night wo will succeed, for we have
brought to our resource the greatest
power of the physical world, combin-
ed with my psychic strength!"

Tho men shuddered, and rubbed their
arms, as though they ached from bo mo
tremendous straining of the muscles.
The master gave thorn minute instruc-
tion for the task of the comlnir hours.
and. Varney gavo strict heed to the!
importnnt details which wure his to,
consummate.

Alden was busy working In his bod- -
room. He had attached n. new electric
wlro to n wall lamp, which had been

.
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adjusted In such a way a to throw
ray of light upon tho pillows of his

bed.
An electric cell waa affixed to the

wall, cloae beneath tho lamp. At last
he seemed sattified with hla arrange-
ments.

"Now, let bring on their
he exclaimed, lighting a cigar-

ette, to Walk about the room, surveying
his handicraft from different angles.

As if in answer to his challenge the
bell suddenly while the electric
torch glowed.

"Great Scott!" he muttered, making
sure that he had not given his appa-
ratus a cross circuit." It Is from the
other end of tho wire. Yet, it Is not
dark yet. Thoy can hardly have sent
a visitation at this tlmo."

He was perturbed, however. He ran
toward the telephone and was Boon talk-
ing to Myra.

ha happened?" was his onx-lou- a

erecting.
He was answered with a silvery laugh.
"Oh, ho; Ha. ha! How ridiculous!"
"But. I don't Has any-

thing frightened you?" he persisted.
"Yes, It has!" was tho surprising re-

ply." And a very horrible beast, sir!
It was a mouso! It ran across by bedt
room floor and made clamber up on
a I had to call Willis to the
rescue!"

Alden was astounded.
"But1 1 got th-- j Signal that on astral

body was In the room. Go look at that
selenium to see If It has been dis-
turbed," ho said. Myra did so, and re-
ported that Wfllir had taken tho lid off
to hunt for tho Httlo gray miscreant,

"Well, keep It covered until you go
to bed. I'm glad It was nothing more
serious. I'll seo you at tho danco to-
night, however Good-by.- "

Ho rang off. laughing. "Not a
way at all, for testing the wires," ho
(old himself. Then made certain
memoranda for Ms night's work.

And back within the unholy solitude
of lenden.llncd chamber, tho high mas-
ter of tho Devil Worshippers was even
busier In 'planning his own line of ac-
tivities.

CHAPTER XLVin.
The Treacherous Varney.

Maynard mansion never
THE beautiful than It

when Payson. Alden ar-
rived that night. Mrs, Maynard

was entertaining a number of the girl's
friends with that conservatlva yot
charming which wis so
characteristic the real aristocrat.

The muilo room was festooned with
STnllax. the walla decorated with flow-er- a,

and the gardener had brought
from the conservatory of the estate
a great array of the exquisite potted

plants and floworing shrubs which had worry over tho threats of future tiou-bee- n

the especial pride of Myra's father; ble which had usually kept, her elccp-l- n.

hla strango life of seclusion and leas for hours.
study. The wholo lower floor of tho.
houso waa transformed Into a verlLnbla in tho lead-line- d chamber of the High
fairy bower, while tho ray youn ne"-- Master, Arthur Vurney stood before the
tiji dnnccd In 'tho ,'jliTfli'ng room, unconscious flgutc of the evil poatlff.

through a garlanded doorway Into tho, who commanded lilm

lift
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Mi'rn, however, was tho falreit blos-
som of them all. Alden's gloved hnnc.
trembled as he held hcri. feastln.t his
eyes upon tho sweet vision of maidenly
loveliness.

Her glorious wealth of golden half
was colffcd limply, yet so alluringly
tbut ho longed to caress It.

Tho Ivorv shoulders gleamed bowltch-Ingl- y

through the shimmering foMi of
Hllk. Tho dopthn of thoso nzuro orb,
turned up so Joyously to his ardent
glnnco. seemed morn mmoo-juiubl-

than tho areli of u sumnnjr Vky.
I'm ho glad ym. nave come, jiyra

to(1 tm 31 v ,inco order has
ni0 mos. unDonulnr. for I have jelilxhly
liHstcd on saving several wiux-.- for
you. mv Until Tardiness " .

"I could not help being late." Alden
apologized, "for thero were still sonin

things to figure out, to make arrange-
ments for 'tulcl: action In caoa our
alarm should

A warning In tho blue, eyes Inter-
rupted him. Arthur Varncy had ap-
proached thorn, his handtome fcatuies
flushed with the Jealuous angor whicn
burned within.

"My dance, Myra," he began, Impa-
tiently," and It ts half over now.
Hurry now!"

Aldcn restrained with difficulty a
thoroughly excusable sn.llc; the Irrita-
tion of tho other man was In a sense a
compliment to himself.

And during tho dances that followed
he becomo more and moro osji'red th-i- t

Myra's preference for him was sin-
cere enough to glvu his rlvul good rea-
son for anxiety.

During ono of these heavenly waltzes
he did not observe tho actions of tho
other man. who deliberately evaded
danco with nn Inpatient girl at the far
end of tho drawing room. Varnoy, with
a quick look about to seo If he were
obsorved. walked Into the empty li-

brary.
Hqsnt down In tho big chair near tho

telephone) battel x. adjusted on tho
ba&eboanl of the wall, near the floor.
With a quick movement he leaned for-
ward and Inoortcd a tiny wedgo of
wood between the small clapper and
tlie bell.

Half an hour later ho repeated thisoperation, with equal secrecy, on the
other extension.

Thori ho Joined Myra nnd her mother,
as they bado good night to the happy
guests.

Alden longed for a farewell word
with tho girl, alone, but Vamey wns
loo ubiquitous. The other man watchedevery mow he made, nnd wns tenacious
In his attendance.

So tho physician satisfied himself; with
a wealth ot meaning in his glanco as he
fchook hnnds for the third tlmo.

"Telephone mn at oncn K you haveany trouble," ho said, as he went away.
And Varnoy bit his lip with a drolllight In his eyes. Ho followed tho
others shortly. His manner was trium-
phant.

Tho dancing had tired Myra moro
than she realized.

"Well, mother dear," sho exclaimed,
after tho doors and windows on the
lower floor had been securely locked
by tho cautious Willis, "I feel as though
I could for ja week, without
dmams, this time." -

"I hope so, child," said her mother
tenderlv. "You havo gone through
dreadful experiences for a girl of your
age. I hopo It will soon end these
thlnirs lenvo scars on the roenuty
which never really heal."

Mvra was si'on In bed. ond had al-

most drifted to sleep when she sudJenl
remembered that the selenium coll had
not been uncovered. She sprang to the
floor and arranged It carefully. In tho
darkened room, with shades drawn to
exclude even the moon's raya.

Then, like a child tired with too much
play, she relaxed, too exhauatea to
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him.
Many minutes ho waited, until at last

tho features of the coarse face twltcncd
nnd the black oyca opened.

"I visited her room, In the astrnl,
Varney. All Is roody Sho has lott her
window open. Now go. at once, with
the biethren. Do not delay. No one
knows of this. I nm' certain," said tho
Master proudly.

But even as ht was speaking Payson
Alden sat up. In bed with a start. Tho
wall light sent Its' sharp rava intj his
sleepy eyes, ond tho electric bell had
barely ceased Its Jangling.

"Great Scott! Tho astial alarm'" ho
cried, as ho ran townrd tho telephone.

Up Jerked tho receiver from its hqok
In a ficnfy of terror for the. girl
safety. There wns a provoking delay
boforo tho central nnprator gavi tho
provoking reply: "TIlo iiarty doesn't

I

answer, Mr.
morning."

"Try again!" ho exclaimed.- - "It la a
matter of llfo and death! Hurry!"

But no responcu rewarded hla Inipa-ilonc- o.

At luBt ho hung up the rccehcr. He
van certain that womethlns moro grave
than lio had conjectured must huvn

In the big haute If not a single
bouI were thero to answer the call.

Ho hurriedly donned his clothes,
placed a revolver In tho pocket of his
ulster, draw on an old hat, and ran from
tho house.

It was very quiet In tho
district In which tho Maynard

estate was located. But the shaded
street was not as deserted as was Its
usual wont. In this early hour of the
morning.

A great black limousine, driven with
noiseless engines, had come to a stop
on the street, sheltered from the view
of the house by some broad-spreadin- g

beech trees.
Arthur varnoy, nun ins nee ana

chin covered with a black silk murner,
was tho first to step out or the car.
Behind him came the leader ot the
Black Order ceremonials.

Four other brethren descended to tho
pavement nnd stood together In a whis-
pered conference.

"It la the hour commanded by the
Master!" said Varney, looking at his
watch In tho dim light from the auto-
mobile's Bide lamp. "Get back into the
machine, ond wo will begin!"' com-
manded Varncy.

The four men obeyed, as Varney
clambered Into the limousine behind
them.

There in tho darkness he gave strange
commands, and made tho manual ges-

tures which hod been taught him by
tho Master. Tho four men were soon
cataleptic and he spoko to them with
the tense, authoritative manner of his
chief.

"Qo to her bed room and will that
she be levitated out of tho window," he
commanded. "I will wntt below I

There was no reply. But Varncy was
rertnln that tho astral form naa aireaoy
left the physical shells behind. lie
slipped from the car, and followed by
his solo remaining companion, Brother
.ela, cautiously, advanced through tne

shruhberv toward the summer house In
the garden.

iho two men. with faces muffled in
ihr rnids of black handkerchiefs, now
darted across a bare moonlit space, to
tho shadowy refuge of tho rustic sum- -
rnor hnllfte.

"You wait here and I will carry her
to you!" ho commanaea.

All this time, Payson Aldcn, running
with a speed which he had never at-

tained in the best days of college
nrnwpsn unon the athletic neld, was

noodim? toward the Maynard home, his
heart sinking with every step that drew
him nearer.

It seeemd ns though ho would never
reach his goal.

Within Myra's bedroom the screen
suddenly began to glow with a dull
rrtmHon irlarel

The girl stirred uneasily In her
sleep, as tho horrid dream or the past
three nights made Its new visitation.
The waving hands of tho four dim
spirits seemed to quiet her, however, as
hv n hvnnotlc sncll.

Thim it seemed to her that they were
exerting some new and dreadful power
upon her. one icit as uiougn encn 01
tho elsht slnowy hands wero extended
In tho shape of a hugo magnet. Sho
waa being drawn, drawn with a terri-
ble, burning force, which soemed to
tear at every muscle every bone, at
her very heart.

ravson Alden had reached hla Jour-
ney's end at last. The sight of the
block car caused him to whip out his
rovolver, and ho peered cautiously In-

side. Ho saw apparently four sleepers
or drunken men

"What can It mean?" ho thought But
he dismissed this perplexity from hla
mnd, to rush through tho shrubbery
and toward the Maynard home.

Arthur Varney tood beneath Myra'a
window with handa extended, as though
waiting for aomethlng to be Inld li

?

them. ' Alden saw the masked figure,
and darted Into the summer house.

Aa ha did so be 'bumped Intp the
hiding Brother ela.

The two men closed In a death grap-
ple. V

Around tho wooden floor of the struc-
ture they atrugrtlcd nolsolessly, Alden
fearing that it shot from his revolver
would warn the 'man' beneath the win-
dow.

Suddenly from the open window above,
the flguro of Myra Maynard seemed to
float out on apace.

Slowly oho appeared, In the dim light
of the moon, advancing from the 'orifice
mechanically, Inch by Inch, aa though
diawn with difficulty by an unaeen
power.

Varney waa Impatient!
"Hurry!" ho whispered.
But tho Inanimate body of the girl

was provoklngly slow aa it awung free
of the wall, and then gradually came
nearer and nearer to mm.

Within the summer house the combat
grow more furious. .

Alden felt is clutch of musclular
fingers at his vlndplpe.

It seemed as though his eyes must pop
.'rom hla head, his tongue cleave to his
throat. In that almost maniacal grasp.
Hero was no unskilled battler In this
di ead science of tho professional Strang-Jc- r.

But, remembct ing the training of gym-
nasium days, he suddenly managed to
get a "half-Nelso- grip about the an-
tagonist's brawnr neck.

Hla right arm slid down, between the
other's shoulder blades, and hope sprang
anew In hla heart.

He heard the crunch of a bone, aa he
fclowly twisted an arm, 'backward, and
then upward, u.-it- his opponent's wrist
was touching his own nock.

One ami at lost free, Alden brought
It around with all the force he could
command, against tho other's chin!

The fight wi over!
lie rose to hla (ot, peered toward 'the

house, and to hla horror aaw Myra
Maynard's sleeping body, clad In the
anlmmerlng silk night dress, clutched In
the arms of the masked man.

He drew a line on the fellow.'a .head
with his revolver, but was astounded to
seo the other run toward him.

"Past!" was the warning signal from
Myra's captor, an to his amnzement, the
sleeping girl waa thrust into Alden's
own arms!

Then the other man d'sappcared, run-
ning fleetly toward the entrance to the
driveway.

Alden, cautiously peering about, dis-
appeared with the girl In his 'arms,
gilding about the corner of the house.

Vamey had reached the automobile
before he realized that something had
gone wrong with his calculations. He
lcapd Into the car, snapped hla Angers
In thi- - faces of the 'alecpora.

They rubbed their cyca, and sat up-
right, renardlni? him uneasily.

"Something la the matter with Brother
zela: exclaimed Vamey. "Come, we
muatget him and the girl!'.'

The Ave now skulked cautiously over
tho path which Varncy had taken .be-
fore. Aa thev reached the summer house.
he slipped Into the shadow, stumbling
over an unconscious, rprm. They drew
It out t6 the. moonlight'

He nulled back the black silk hand
kerchief which-covere- the features, to
behold the bleeding, battered face of tho
leader of ceremonies.

The1 man returned to his senses, too
weak for even a whisper.

"Quick, carry him to the car!" com-
manded Varney.

The four obeyed, returning through
the shrubbery.

l'ayson Alden had trifd vainly to
arouse someone at the rear door of the
house. He lifted Myra once more and
now rushed to the front veranda, al-
though he realized that this was a posi-
tion expqsed to the view of anyone on
thn thoroughfare.

"She Is hypnotized." he muttered.
"How on earth did she get downstairs
mis wav. I wonder? '

His efforts to awaken the girl were
no more successful than his attempt to
waken someone with In the house. He
did not know that even the front door
bell had been "doctored" by the cautious
Varncy.

He began, to pound on the door with
the butt of his revolver.

--lust then the big black automobileswung Into view along the street.
Several .figures sprang to the ground

unn siariea up ine nnvc towani mm.
Alden banged still more lustily upon

the door.
"Can they nil be drugged'" he won-

dered hopelessly.
Then realizing that "he wns about to

be surrounded, he tenderly laid the un-
conscious girl In the shelter of tho
brick portico support, and advanced
toward the aonroachlnir flrures.

He drew his revolver and sent, a half
dozen snots at them In rapid succession

The men retreated, on 'the run. iney
sprang into tne car, and replying witn

DARKEN R

HAIR EASY. SAFE

New Treatment Not a Dye.

Harmless. Turns Gray Hair

Dark and Lustrous.

If your hair Is gray, streaked with
gray, prematurely or 'Just turning
gray; if your hair Is falling; If you
have dandruff and your head Itches,
Blmply shampoo your scalp and hair
a few times with Hay's Hair Health
Hair Color Restorer. Nothing; else re-
quired. In a day or so all your gray
hair will turn to its natural youthful
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dark, so evenly that no one can tell
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or $1.00. Apply an directed on bottle.
If Hay's Hair Health don't darken
your gray hair, 60c or 1 refunded.
Call or write Baople's Drug Store.
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a volley from their own weapons, aif
appeared from view, aa the car picked
up apeed.

Alden turned In 'disgust. Mrs. May-
nard; in a dressing gown, had timidly
opened the doorway, flanked by Willis.

"sQulckMake Myra into the houael"
cried the physician.

The girl had been awakened from her
unnatural alumber by tho rualllade or
shots. She screamed, and Mrs. May-
nard began to sob hysterically.

Alden turned and ran down the drive-way, leaving tho three behind In utter
confusion.

but it was of no avail!
The chambers of his weapon wereempty, and the machine had disap-peared down the street; ho returned an-grily chiding hlmseir at his careless-ness in letting them escape.
As ho mounted the veranda steps Mr.Maynard. found her tongue.
"Why. "Doctor Aldcn I What do youmean by this outrageous conduct?What la MVrn dnlnr nut of thn hm...
fW ,n ner night dress? Explain It."
?," snooK nia noaa neipiessiy.I C&n't I T linn. Vm.ii. ,l.. I. - tt

a.ul- - What did you do. Miss Myra?"
xr:: "If.1 Sou,a expiam notning. Mrs.Mai nard s Indignation Increased, but,.r.tt ',ushcd her Impetuously.

n..th!rm.0,!,err "he cried. "Look
mPr" hand!"

i.T; fcS"",cJaP Klnneed down at hla
id .h?nti.nnd ro.r.the rst time xeallx- -'wihat.,t.Wfts bleeding profusely.
thoSghwllSte"1 th """'

Moicfey.bUt a f,Mh Wound"

n?oUt,hXedoVPwaf ' lt- - and drew h,m
ln"ILndr h"-d!-.. Y.ou mu8t come right

dressed poor hand!"sho crooned.
?Ju pnlin,' the J"", the danger.

the .".- - J'Jfpn,a a ,thand times byvoice, and the gentlocaress of her soft fingers.
(To Be Continued Nxt Sunday.)

See this enistMfo fnrfav h. tr
podrome, 5th st. and N. Y. ave. Advt.

THE STORY OF THE

COAT COLLAR

DANDRUFF!

We ofteji see well-dress- -,

ed men of otherwise splen-
did appearance with coat
collars and shoulders marred
with the tiny grains of dan-
druff. Yet this disgusting
condition is easily femeWd?
If the hair is given a good,
hard brushing daily and
Speiser's Scalp Tonic is
used in connection, dandruff
will soon disappear.

Above all things, avoid
preparations containing co-coa-

oil or alkalis. Foam-
ing solutions always contain
alkalis, as do all soaps.
They serve to dry out the
scalp and cause more harm
than good. Speiser's Scalp
ToniCv gives immediate relief
and its continued use soon
restores the scalp to its nat-
urally healthy condition. It
sells for 50c and can be ob-

tained only at O'Donnell's
Drug Store, 904 F Street.
Mr. O'Donnell has such
faith in this preparation that
he offers to refund the
money should it fail. Advt.
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